
Dalton is our goofy treasure hunter —
always on the lookout for special “finds,”

which usually include rocks or bits of kid-left
yard treasures that he proudly carries over
to show Meadow. The two are best friends

and almost always together, and I’m
convinced they have full conversations

when no one’s listening. With his big classic
Cardigan ears and happy, easygoing

personality, Dalton is wonderful with all of
our kids and far less reserved than many

Cardigans tend to be. He’s a sweet, cheerful
boy who is happiest right by Meadow’s side,

soaking up family life.
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Counting by Corgis

 Name:         Spanish Grand Jimmy
Breed:          Welsh Corgi Cardigan

DNA:           Clear/Normal
Weight:         Have to get

Height:         Have to get
Registration:   GCKC, UKC - CKC pending

Coat:           Choclate

Personality:
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“DALTON”
DALTON

BREED-RELEVANT RESULTS
 

DNA Test Report

Degenerative Myelopathy, DM (SOD1A)

Exercise-Induced Collapse, EIC (DNM1)

Progressive Retinal Atrophy, rcd3 (PDE6A)

Von Willebrand Disease Type I, Type I vWD (VWF)

Intervertebral Disc Disease (Type I) (FGF4 retrogene - CFA12)

Test Date: July 21st, 2025

X-linked Severe Combined Immunodeficiency, X-SCID (IL2RG, Corgi Variant)

Researchstudiesindicatethattheseresultsare more relevant to dogs like Dalton, and may influence his chances of developing
certain health conditions.
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embk.me/dalton128

 Registration: United Kennel Club (UKC)  



CORGIS, THE IVDD GENE, AND WHY MOST DON’T GET SICK

Corgis are beloved for their short legs and long backs — the classic look many owners
adore. That look comes from a genetic variant in a gene called FGF4 (specifically the CFA12
FGF4 retrogene), which causes a form of chondrodystrophy (CDDY) that shortens the limbs

and affects the discs between the vertebrae. This same variant increases the risk for
Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD) — a condition where spinal discs can degenerate or

herniate — but it doesn’t mean every corgi will get clinical back problems. In fact, many
corgis live long active lives without ever showing pain or neurologic issues, because having
the risk gene doesn’t guarantee disc herniation or symptoms, and environmental factors
like weight, activity, and lifestyle play a huge role in whether problems develop. Because

the risk variant is very common in corgis, and is closely tied to the physical traits the breed
standard embraces, removing it entirely from breeding would sharply reduce genetic

diversity and make it extremely hard to produce healthy, type-correct corgis. The best
strategy is informed breeding plus good care that supports spinal health
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